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MEETING OF THE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL AND POSTPONEMENT OF THE 
ANNUAL MEETING OF THE SOCIETY 

In the absence abroad of the Chairman and several members of 
the Committee on the Annual Meeting of the Society, the question 
of holding a meeting this year was considered by the Executive 
Committee of the Society at its meeting on March 10th, last. After 
careful consideration, the Executive Committee decided that, in view 
of the international situation then existing, it was not advisable to 
hold an annual meeting of the Society this year at the usual time. 
The President was, however, requested to call a meeting of the 
Executive Council instead for the transaction of such business and 
such other action as the Council might decide upon. President Root 
accordingly called a meeting of the Council in Washington on April 
17, 1919. There were present: Mr. Elihu Root, Mr. Charles Noble 
Gregory, Dr. David Jayne Hill, Mr. Charles Cheney Hyde, Pro- 
fessor John H. Latane, Mr. Jackson H. Ralston, Mr. Alpheus Henry 
Snow, Admiral Charles H. Stockton and Professor George G. Wilson. 
The reports of officers and committees were received, and the Council 
formally approved, upon motion, the action of the Executive Com- 
mittee in postponing for the present the annual meeting of the So- 
ciety. All officers and committees and the Board of Editors of the 
Journal were continued until the next meeting of the Society. 

After disposing of a few items of miscellaneous business of a 
routine nature, the Council discussed the international situation, 
with especial reference to the proposed Covenant of the League of 
Nations from the point of view of international law. There was a 
general feeling of regret that the covenant had not given due recog- 
nition to international law as the rule of decision in the proposed 
international arrangements for settling disputes between nations and 
had apparently overlooked the importance of making provision for 
its further development and conventional application. Upon the 
conclusion of an interesting discussion along these lines and considera- 
tion as to what action the Council might appropriately take to give 
proper expression to its view, the following resolution was unani- 
mously adopted. 

Resolved, That the Executive Council of the American Society of Inter- 
national Law urges upon the Conference of Paris the adoption of a provision by 
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which there shall be called a general conference of the Powers to meet not less 
than two years or more than five years after the signing of this convention for 
the purpose of reviewing the condition of international law, and of agreeing 
upon and stating in authoritative form the principles and rules thereof; and 
that thereafter regular conferences for that purpose shall be called and held at 
stated times. 

This resolution was promptly on the same day cabled to the 
American Peace Delegation at Paris through the Department of 
State. 

Before it adjourned, the Council directed that the minutes of its 
meeting of last year, at which an interesting discussion of the inter- 
national situation also took place, and the minutes of the present 
meeting be printed and distributed to the members of the Society. 
These minutes are now in course of preparation and will be published 
within a short time. They will be accompanied by the lists of officers, 
members and committees which usually appear in the annual pro- 
ceedings. It is expected that the small volume containing these 
minutes and other material will be suitable for binding and may take 
the place of the usual volume of annual proceedings of the Society. 

Geo. A. Finch. 



